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thousand men, and with this force he threw himself against
the Moslems. The combatants met near Ascalon on
August 12th, 1099, and the Christians triumphed. "The
field flowed with blood and was covered with the corpses of
the pagans ", a chronicler reports happily. " The Christians
pursujd the fugitives who, terrified by the divine vengeance,
had no chance to rally."
It was one of the most decisive battles fought by the
Crusaders, and the last for many years in which they had a
considerable army at their command to resist the Saracens.
For after the battle of Ascalon, the men of the First Crusade
began to leave Palestine for their homes in Europe. The
expedition had not been composed of soldiers employed for
a term of years, but of pilgrims whom the Church had called
from their ordinary avocations and who knew little discipline.
Many of the Crusaders were attached to no lord and passed
from one chief to another as seemed good to them. The
duty of the pilgrims had been to win Jerusalem and make
their devotions at the sacred places associated with Christ on
earth. Having done so, they plucked a palm from the
Garden of Abraham as a sign that their vow was fulfilled and
turned their backs on the Holy Land. No more than three
hundred knights and two thousand foot soldiers remained for
the defence of Jerusalem, and among the important leaders of
the Crusade, Tancred, the chivalrous hero of Tasso's
" Jerusalem Delivered ", alone consented to support Godfrey
in the new principality.
The Crusade had given the Byzantine Empire the oppor-
tunity to regain a large part of Asia Minor from the Turks j
the precarious kingdom of the Armenians had been set up in
Cilicia, and three Latin principalities had been established—
Jerusalem, under Godfrey j Edessa, under his brother, Bald-
win, and Antioch, under Bohemund of Otranto. (A fourth
principality was to be carved out in the next few years by
Raymond of Toulouse, the richest and most powerful of the

